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Prelude                O Mensch, bewein dein Sünde groß (O Man, thy grievous sin bemoan), BWV 622                      J.S. Bach 
                      Michael Rees, Organist

Introduction
    Ash Wednesday emphasizes a dual encounter: we confront our own mortality and confess our sin before God within the community of    
     faith.  This service focuses on these themes of sin and death in the light of God’s redeeming love in Jesus Christ.  The use of ashes as a sign
     of mortality and repentance has a long history in Jewish and Christian worship.  The receiving of ashes is an experiential way of
     participating in the call to repentance and reconciliation.

 
Opening Prayer                       Pastor Matthew Johnson, Associate Pastor BUMC

Opening Hymn (Psalm 51)                                  Create in Me A Clean Heart    
                                                             Vocal Ensemble — Seth Durbin, Jenna Hesseln, Patti Mangis

        

Gospel Lesson                                                Matthew 6: 1-6                                         

6 “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.
2 “So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that 
they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 3 But when you give alms, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

5 “And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so 
that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6 But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut 
the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

Message                                                                  Pastor Chris Winkler, Senior Pastor BUMC

Pastoral Prayer                             Pastor Wendy Witt, First UMC West Dundee

Sung Lord’s Prayer #2278 (tfws)

Thanksgiving for the Ashes                 Pastor Chris Winkler, Senior Pastor BUMC

Imposition of the Ashes

Hymn #393                            Spirit of the Living God

Sending Forth

Postlude                 Two Strophes on “Veni Creator”: I. Chant                                          Alexandre Guilmant 
                       Michael Rees, Organist 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God;
And renew a right spirit within me.
Create in me a clean heart, O God;
And renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Your presence, O Lord
And take not Your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation;
And renew a right spirit within me.



MUSICIANS: 

Michael Rees, Organist
Vocal Ensemble — Seth Durbin, Jenna Hesseln, Patti Mangis

CREDITS:

Create in Me a Clean Heart.  Words: adapted Psalm 51; Music: Unknown, ©1988 Maranatha! Music.  (Administered by The Copyright 
Company).  

The Lord’s Prayer.  Words  Matt. 6: 9-13.  Music Anon.; arr. by Al Oppenheimer. 
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Ash Wednesday begins the Lenten season with the invitation to reflect on the impermanence of life and our deep connection with God. 
Ashes remind us that we will one day “return to the ground, for out of it we were taken; we are dust, and to dust we shall return.” (Gen 3:19) 
At the same time, we can know that our broken and imperfect selves are held by God with deep and affirming love. On Ash Wednesday and 
all through Lent, we are invited to surrender our false notions of perfection, and rest in the unconditional, never-ending love of God. As we 
turn toward God’s love, these ashes can remind us that our broken and beautiful lives, though fleeting, can be restored and renewed.

Our online services for Ash Wednesday are at 8:00 a.m., noon, and 7:00 p.m. Each service will be livestreamed and will include a live online 
chat with one of our pastors. We invite you to choose the appropriate time for your worship. A member of our pastoral team has said a 
Thanksgiving over the Ashes before they were distributed. In this time of pandemic, we encourage you to impose ashes yourself or within 
your household. To make a clear mark, we suggest placing a drop of olive oil on a paper towel and touching the oily part with your finger 
before dipping it in the ashes.
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